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RISING STAR 

II. Please write a brief paragraph about why you are nominating this nurse for a STAR Award:  
I am nominating XXXXXXXXXX for her expert skill in possessing a high level of skill, 

knowledge, and ability and yet not be intimidated by the complexity of her job. She provides 

compassionate support and clear explanations of procedures to help guide families and 

caregivers through difficult situations while maintaining a very positive attitude. She has an 

inherent ability to practice good judgement and is an exemplary representative for the nursing 

profession. She makes sure whatever needs done, gets done, and everyone that needs taken care 

of, gets the best care possible. 

III. To nominate a nurse for a STAR Award, please choose 3 qualities and give examples 

indicating this nurse's skills in each area. 

• Creativity/innovation 

• Perseverence 

• Generosity of spirit 

• Watchful/Observant 

Give 3 specific examples indicating this nurse's skills in each area chosen above. 

Creativity/Innovation 

* XXXXXXXXXX 's nursing bag contains an amazingly resourceful amount of unusual but 

useful supplies. Velcro, shears, snaps, string, etc. She is our own "MacGyver", and can arrange a 

solution to most challenges on the spur of the moment. 

*She has customized instruments to secure oxygen tubing. 

*She has developed soft shin guards to prevent skin breakdown. 

*She has created visual aids to improve care and help strengthen the abilities of the caregiver. 

 

Generosity of spirit 

*She has won the respect of her peers and her patients alike. She has visited families and 

provided support to those that have the most challenging circumstances. 

*She has visited families living in remote areas of the county, driving down long paths of 4+ feet 

of snow- barely wide enough for her car to navigate--kind of like Olympic luge-but with her car-

--to see her patient and offer support. 

*She has been the best patient advocate and an effective referral resource--not only addressing 

patient needs, but finding her patient a plumber, identifying unsafe appliances and reaching out 

to supportive measures when her patient's home lost electricity thereby inactivating an oxygen 

concentrator. All patients have experienced positive outcomes regardless of their challenges 

under XXXXXXXXXX 's care. 

*Some caregivers are challenged with their tasks and may have learning disabilities. That does 
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not deter the work that XXXXXXXXXX does. She often gives them a title and creates visual 

checklists to help them succeed in their caregiver roles. In this environment, the caregiver has 

thrived. 

 

Watchful/Observant 

Positive outcomes result from being watchful and observant. 

*Upon treating a patient with dementia that enjoyed music in her past, XXXXXXXXXX would 

often whistle tunes that may be familiar. During one visit the patient connected with the tune 

whistled and picked up her harmonica and started playing like a pro. One more magical moment. 

*Knowing medication management can be challenging, XXXXXXXXXX has created visual 

charts to identify morning and afternoon medications and checklists to help with the continuity 

of care. 

*When she witnesses other staff being challenged by difficult living arrangements of patients, 

she is often proactive in identifying ways to make their jobs a little bit easier and being 

respectful of the patient's wishes. 

 

It is for all of these reasons and more that we are grateful to have XXXXXXXXXX, RN, on the 

Hospice Team! 

 


